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tlx*. J on Zairaes 
Assistant nows editor 
News-Journal 
Wilmington, Delaware,, 

Dear ^r. Zaimes , 

liy sister who still live.; in Wilmington sent me the Talk of the Town column 
reporting tliat you made; the cover of I take CJ3T. It carried me way back, to probably 
before you were born, when I was a ham, on t/te Hex/3, and delivered what got tliat 
year's -ilitzer to the J ournal ..hose city editor sold it to the Bulletin-v/hich got 
tlio Pulitzer. 



And I ft doubt ho got paid. 

1 know he left the Journal, as I recall almost as soon as the Pulitzers 
we .*o announced. 

I'm 85 now, in impaired health, an expert on a controversial subject and 
I'm spending every minute 2# can trying to perfect the record for our history but 
I'll enftoy recalling what I can now recall of tliat business of more than 60 years 
ago and perhaps you and some of the others at the paper might. . • 

I covered Newark, the u niversi£y and filled in in Wilmington. 

Don Ilutchinson, who I understand is till alive, x*as the copy boy then. The 
Pity editor (who had no assistant), carl Wise, called me "son" to distihguish me from 
"bo^l" then the call for copy boys. 

(Please excuse my tying. It cannot be any better.) 

In about 1952 old 5 a hurricane hit the entire east coast. All communications 
so utli of Wilmington were cut. As wore all the fingers of my right hand, all stic/thed 
up ancTSdig rugid. 



W./th neither Wise nor the then managing editor, Charlie Gray, due at work for 
hours I started covering the storm as host I cuulu with Ham friends. I did not got 
to bed for several days. 1 began with Howard Layton, W5AIS , a chiropodist as they 
were then called. HAs shack w^.s in the bac;c room of their tliree-s tprye storey house 
in the 000 block of Washington street as 1 ncg\j recall. Hox/ard's mother, X'/ith whom he 
practised, could take care of all the patients who braved tliat weather so he anti I spent 
some hours with more QUM than you can imagine. He picked up odds and ends of stuff. 

Lven a mdssage from HAA, in Arlington, giving us both temporary A< avy commissio^. I 
remembdii he gave me some messages to read to the Philadelpliia Navy ^*ard by phone. 

Thcii (ty he started getting something tliat caused him to\<^/?ne a signal to be 
alert. He started, passing mo shofit3 of paper with many /japs in them, it was a dramatic 
account oj. the atom on the /oner eastern shore, as ! recall from a Berlin ham. -Lt was 



by the papers' Salisbury correspondent whose name I remember as ' i 'rui<bt or Pruitt. I 
f illed in die caps as best f could and when Howard liad it all while he sought other 
signals phoned the Haws. Both papers were then on the second floor of the Orange 
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Street building, the hews toward the back, the J ournal in the front, 

Ilarris Samonisld. Was then the city editor. He copied ben Hecht and Charlie 
McCarthy's novel an best lie could, V/hen he got the drift of v/hat 1 was reading he 
put a steno on the line and 1 read it all to her, 

X was bail led tne next day when X did not see it in that evening* s Journal, 
Tliat next day the weather had eased up a bit som I vent into the office and 
told Gray and Y/ise about the story I'd phoned to Samonisld. that was not in the paper. 
They soon learned why and did not tell me, X was a kid and I suppose they did 
not want to disillusion me, 

X learned when tliat years fulitsers were announced. 

It turned out that Truitt or Pruitt w&s also a corrspodent for the Bulle, 
and it and he got that Pulitser, 

Tliat the Journal would liave had, and should have. 

Gray wrote a piece about it, as I recall rather subdued. As 1 recall it was 
two columns and at the bottom of the page, X should liave kept it but X didn't. 

Financially, as I recall, Samoniski was better off after, getting fired. iA e 
i-:ent to work for fvy ^ee in New York. 

1 doubt that Nut chins on has any reason to remember that. Tlie only other one on 
the staff who is likelj to be alive nod might remember it was Clarence Ji rown# 

Non was involved in a Charlie &ray exploit to cover up the aiflarance before 
a then important and sensational Senate investigation, of munitions , of tho papers 1 
tlien owner, Pierre du Pont. Charlie, misusing bon, made up a sensation tliat enabled 
bin to" cover “ Pierrots appearance in about a sticl^wh^fc said virtually that h r. 
dty P ont had appeared before the committee and given it the benefit of his wide know- 
ledge, experience and wisdom. 

Tliat was not a reflection of the questions and answers*. 




